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“oo Roads 


Le .Goneral: AS present a na jor part of Sinkiang’s roads have only & send surface. 
Where the send is firm it does not present great difficulty to vehicles, but’ a 
where. the sand is Soft, passage to ordinary cars and trucks is difficult or dhe 84 
possible. In most Places the use of automobiles is impracticebie. Jeeps, Weapons 
_earriers and 6x6 trucks aré mush more suitable. Soviet=built trucks are better 
\dapted to travel in Sinkiang then American trucks because the Soviet trucks are 
Sinkiang drivers prefer Soviet trucks because they are more familiar 
j@,,On' sanc roads 15 or 20 miles per chour is frequently the maximum attein= 


. Because of the extreme winter cold and the absence of anticfreeze ; 
92en snvines are a serious problem, On the Sufu (Kashgar Kona Shahr (75=58, 39-29 
> (Korla) (85-55 1-15) ‘road, for instanced, en engins ean froeze in 15 
Ominutes in the winter time, - For this reason trucks are often driven 2, hours 
¥. or during halts the engines are kept idling. Water is go scerce throughout 
uch of Sinkiang that sufficient Weter,; as wel] aS gasoline and food, must be 
‘led to last for the entire tripa 


20 Lanchox (20321,1 , 36-03 JouHamd (Kuainal ) (93-27,U215): There is a good road between 
'.- Lanchou end Yeinghsinghsia (95-09, L218), 260 kilometers a day can easily be -. 

. \eovered.. Livery 200 kilomtersthere are inns and good accomuoditions There are, 
~~ eating places at Hami and 4nhsi (95-57,10=-32) but not at Hsinghsinghsia. ‘The road 
from. Heinghsinehsia to Hami is across a desert. vet 7 


Hamie=Tihua (Urumehi ) (87351318): The northern rosd from Hami to Tushiht tou 
10 plG=15) is finished only about as far as Barkol (Chenhs# ) (92255,1,3-36).. 
os sede. ‘ (Sanpu)(92+50,43-00) to Chik Tam (90-37,N3200) 
mes r two ago. se there are no inns &long this road,most trucks go. 
road to the north, through Ch*ichiaoching (91-36,13=28), The road between 
6 6nd Chik Tam is bad and mountainous, The northern road from 
to Tihna, via Ch'tet tai. (89-28 e018), ia passable except in'winter, — 
ractical because of snow. . From Ch‘ichiaoching to Ch'iet‘ai the road oF 
She southern road fror. ChnYichigodhine he Thus, via PTeukbufan 
90D Whie™56) y 28 bebber than the nerd 
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eo hich as iso°R. tn W nter timo the short roud from ?ulufan to ttoktohstin 

oo" (foksun) (Gb=29,L21,7) freezes at night and melts during the day, bogging trucks s 
~ a year or two ago an alternate, hard, waterefree road was DuLlt to the seuth, 
eS eonnecting these towns. ‘the road from Trok‘ohstia to Tihua has a hard sand surfacdo 


ae he Thal ning (Kula Ja) (WLeLygli5-95 or USSR “This road is-sornetimes known as the 
aye -¢. International Highway. it is.a nacademized roude 407, of the- brides along this 
ss  poad ore coneretes, The rest are wooden, liable to being washed out by the 

oT mountain streams. The wooden bridges must be repaired or replaced every two or 
‘three vearso. fo repair work has cher done on mune road in three years. 


{usu (ole 37oldie27 eo tach eng (62-57, ales "this ‘is a Hees gand road, "Terrible 
" are encountered in the: mounted ns o- ; : 


3-16-33 Joh ten shan (C8607 i752 Dye Te is a hard sand roud. The trip 
3 oe Required twa or three. duys 


phuke-Chéiet tad: Properly. ‘speaking , no road exists betveen cna tye towns o 
the desert send is so firm that, the route is pecevansyoie except in winter, 


hstine-Sufa ‘Cracleae Kone Shan): Fron %0k%ohstn to Yeneh?i (Kara Shahr) 
“19 ,l2-Oh) the road goes through awamny country. fais roud is diffieult for 
ike to pass in the spring (ay to June) because of the nude The rest -of the 
re the road is passable. From Yench?i to K‘uerhlo the road has 4 hard send 
: ~The. trip, from Kiuerhlo to déktosu (Ak Gu Yanagi Shuhy ) (79-56, 11-08} , 
dy ordinarily requires four days» stops being 
; glil=li) Ko uohte (Kucha) (62-5 ikl) and Faich*eng (BRO, iLeliT} 0 
Bik: ‘southern road from Ak"ogu te Sulu, vies Pachty (!aral Bashi): 
a a “tmule road’. ~The northern road, via Chong. Cara. (76-97 pli0209}, 
rthern road, is comparatively nilly,, vehicles can make 
‘Source: “6 208. “went from ‘Sufu to Tihua in twelve BAYS o 


the ‘road west from peg ae Irkeshten (759583920), has achard 
@ and is one. to. eee. Ocher rouds from Sufu to the USSK ure 


eherheh* Sang _Craraa) (17-20,30°25): ‘the direct route from Pach? 


hea asesas Thera is a gravel road from Sufu through teher! 
“gh'aeng to Khotan (Hotien ) (79-56, 37907) « The Khotane-Yitien (Keriva) (G12, 
36252 ) "read is =) sandy « os oN Jeep-. road”. The road from Yiltien to Chigelik is 2 
road «.. At present i: is jmpassable to vehicles but is being improved. 

oh fron Ch#iehno (Charchan. Qazar ) (85-32, 39-08) to chi goltk will have 

; erate: is a minor road or. treid from oes to Chéieshno along 


‘uerhlo Tro oa. B helt days are ‘yaquired to cover hes route... The 

O€ seo lt recently; it consists of a roadbed of prush with sand over it. 
This road has the disadvantage of shifting sands in the vicinity and its Liability | 
ed. There are two. small wooden bridges’ built of blue poplar (match- 


ct post for Shree yoars and may have to be replaced avery year. 


186, chigelik--Auhsi : The Toad” from chigolik to the Xansu border, indicated on ths 
— National GBographio map of China, does not exist, but 6 gravel road from Chigelix 
ao Anhsi, eunnne: near tha ones Tach | mre wee puts leat year. 
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wood ) 5 al capacity of two or three tons, These bridges can be expected to last | 
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#.Ining is connected with Ako'su by a very difficult suk road thronch 
duz Art Dawan (Muzart Pass) (80-3l,,/)2-23), ‘the trails into India are - 
rf cult even by mule “dack. ae me : 


Chigelik ond Xverhlo, and the construction in prosress he- 
ayyeen i elix, are strategloully necessary because, if the roud were 
ee nd Ak’osu, or further south, the whole of Southern Sirkianys 
* Sy | sc 

The route to Hami, through the Kansu corridor, 
ble to Mongol attack, and raids have occurred, If this. corridor. were 
f Sinkiang would be isolated. For this reason & southern road is being 
wilt m Hsining, in Ch*inzhai, westward and across the aAltyn Tash to Chiseliks 
“800 kilometers of this roud have been completed and 1,09 kilometers remain to be 
oo). eonstructed, The road will ve finished sometime this yearc 


-ca7« A reconnaissance party wes sent across the Takla Sakan Desert to determine whether 
4 crossedesert road from K*uchte to the south was feasible, Jt was found thet 


“this. was impossible because of too-much shifting: sande 


“Road Building Materials 
fea 6 eee . . ; 

_ Road, construction in Sinkians is handicapped by lack of materials. the brush 
‘used’ in the construction of the ChigelikeoKiuerhlo reed crows in the vicinity o 
. 48. throughout much of Sinkians, there were no trees ja the area, the nearest ones belag 
at the fvot of the Tien Shan ¢o the north, Febbles fown at Khoten were used in 
Surfacing sone of the southern roads ey : 
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Truck. Trans portation 


aa in Sinkiang w fleet of about 200 trucks were in operation | e 
wuling goods and pussengers, It is not known whether the truoks ara still ig. 


wi > dee 7 
Air Transportation. 
Len nenatimaetenseeememenh omens tet 
" seer fot : : ; f oe 
20. The principal airfields ure those used by the Sino-Soviet airline, at Baiting (hi), 
eye j en te re s fe : 1y4,8 . a 2 
+ (80h shh<0%), hn and Heande The flight. from Lanchon to Tihua Fomdlres six , 


. hours.’ There are » number of smll airfields in the south, as et Khotan, Yoharhe- 
~chtiang and akfosue These Generally have no proper inatallations and are suitable 
-only for such small craft as reconnaissance planes, The flat nature of much of 
» Sinklang lends itself well to @irplane landingss a four-motored airplane safely 
‘made a forced landing at Yench*is There are @ number of small girfields in the 
USSR near the Sinkiang border. ee 


fi 


tle phone Communication 
Ma dae oieik ee ee 
Telephone calls can be nade from Lanohou to Tihua and from Tihua to Kouerhle; 
formerly the line oxtended to Sufu, but "bandits" have cut it dow and burned 
© poleges,— : a Be ety ne 
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